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2 Thessalonians 1 

The Long Term View 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, because your faith is growing 
abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing. 4 Therefore we ourselves boast 
about you in the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in the 
afflictions that you are enduring. 

5 This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom 
of God, for which you are also suffering— 6 since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction 
those who afflict you, 7 and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is 
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels 8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not 
know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will suffer the punishment 
of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 10 when he 
comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, 
because our testimony to you was believed. 11 To this end we always pray for you, that our God may 
make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by his 
power, 12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the 
grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.    
         —2 Thessalonians 1 (ESV) 
 
vv 1-2 – “Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy” 

Appears to have been written during Paul’s Second Missionary Journey 
Some time had passed since the former letter 

 
v 3 – “We ought always…” 

A strong, unqualified commendation; the church was maturing in Christ. 
How so? 
Your faith is increasing exceedingly; beyond measure 
The love of every one of you for one another is abounding 
These can only be characteristics of the community—not the organization 
 

How was this manifested? 
Faith 

Paul did not mean that they were growing in knowledge-only doctrine! 
Their trust in Christ 
Their faithfulness to Christ 
Their faithfulness and obedience in living 
Their desire to put Christ first in all things 
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Love 
Their relationships – of all types 
Their care for one another 
Their care for others 

 
Being obsessed with growing in faith and in love is a very different thing that being obsessed 
with “church growth” 
 
Church growth – reaching others for Christ – will be the desire of faithful Christians serving the 
Lord together. But sometimes—especially during persecution or, ironically, during times of great 
material prosperity—the church may become smaller because of those who abandon it. Jesus 
commends those who remain faithful to Him. 
 
v 4 – “Therefore we ourselves boast…” 

The church at Thessalonica had become an example for others 
Their experience was that of “persecutions” and “afflictions” that they were enduing. 

Were they “successful?” Yes. 
 
vv 5-9 – This is evidence… 

evidence – endeigma, plain token, proof, a clear indicator 
of God’s judgment—relative to the eternal future of all parties involved 
of you – 

who are living in relationship and obedience to God 
will inherit His kingdom 
and who also are suffering for His kingdom, demonstrating the validity of the 

judgment God has made concerning you 
 
Since indeed, God… 

more lit. - For indeed, it is righteous with God to repay those who are oppressing you 
with affliction, and to you who are being afflicted, [to repay with] relief, along with 
us… 

 
“At the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven…” 

revelation – apokalypsis, revealing, unveiling 
 
“from heaven with his mighty angels” 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his 
glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place the sheep 
on his right, but the goats on the left….41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from 
me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels….46 And these will 
go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”—Matthew 25 

There will be a Judgment. (cf. sin, righteousness, and judgment) 
 

Inflicting – didómi, giving 
Vengeance – ekdikésis, judgment, justice, avenging  
 

more lit. – “on those having not known God and on those not obeying the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus” 
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And then will I declare to them, “I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of 
lawlessness.”—Matthew 7:23 

15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16 Yet if 
anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 
17 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what 
will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And “If the righteous is 
scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”a 19 Therefore let those who 
suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.—
1 Peter 4:15-19 

 
more lit. — “who will pay the penalty of eternal destruction” 

penalty – dike, penalty, punishment, justice; see ekdikésis above 
eternal – the Bible is clear on this, beginning with the teachings of Jesus 
“away from the presence of the Lord…” – this is beyond horrible to contemplate; those 

who reject Christ are given the eternal consequences of their choice 
 
v 10 – “when he comes on that day…” 

The Lord’s Second Coming is certain 
It is an overwhelmingly joyful day for those who love him 
“To be glorified in his saints” – saints are all who belong to him 
“and marveled at…” – He and his coming will be more than we can possibly have 

imagined 
 
“because our testimony to you was believed” 

This glorious, eternal outcome is what comes through the preaching of the gospel and 
bringing in the church by faith in Christ 

What can seem utterly defeated and completely unimportant is the greatest of victories 
and the matter of more importance and consequence than any other subject under 
heaven: Jesus Christ! 

 
“To this end we always pray for you…” 

Paul’s benediction – a study in itself 
 

                                                
a alluding to Proverbs 11:31 


